
 

Friday, April 3 

Dear Hippo Nation Parents: 
 
We are another week closer to getting past this pandemic. Thank you for all you are 
doing. We know it is not easy, but you continue to show the strength of Hippo Nation! 

Important School Closing Update - closed through May 3 
By executive order of the Governor of Texas, Hutto ISD has suspended normal 
operations and closed facilities through May 3.  Should health conditions improve 
throughout the state, we expect to resume classes on Monday, May 4. 
 
Williamson County COVID-19 Update 
The total number of cases in Williamson County as of Friday morning is now 71, with 6 
of those being in Hutto. 

Communications 
LINK TO OUR CRISIS COMMUNICATION PAGE 
 
A VIDEO MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD 
 
IMPORTANT: We have seen recent cases of students trying to impersonate staff 
members on some social media sites, such as Snapchat. Our staff understands they 
are not to communicate with students via social media. If your students are old enough 
to use social media, please remind them that impersonating someone else can have 
serious consequences. 

Instructional Support 
LINK TO OUR LEARN@HOME RESOURCE PAGE 
 
Census 2020 
April 1 is the day that marks when every household in the United States should have 
received their envelope with a paper invitation to participate in the 2020 Census. If you 
haven’t filled out the Census survey yet, don’t worry!  The U.S. Census Bureau recently 
extended the self-reporting deadline to August 14, 2020.  

Fortunately, it has never been easier to complete the Census from the comfort of your 
home. The Census survey can be completed online, through the phone, or by paper 
mail. Respondents will need their designated Census ID to access the survey. The ID 
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can be located in their paper invitation, or, if they do not have a Census ID, they can 
click here.  

It is essential for every person to complete the Census because an accurate count is 
critical to the future of Texas. 

 In Texas, a 1 percent undercount in 2020 could result in a federal funding loss of at least 
$300 million per year over the next decade. 

 The decennial census results impact the two biggest pots of federal money for K-12 
schools: Title I aid for disadvantaged students, which receives $15.8 billion in fiscal 
2018, and special education grants to states, which receive $12.3 billion. 

 Texas receives billions of federal dollars to support housing, transportation, and other 
services. Undercounting could result in a loss of funding for these services, forcing the 
state to redirect state funds from other priorities to cover the cost. 

 The Census count determines the number of representatives Texans have in Congress 
and how many electoral votes we have in presidential elections. Experts say, with an 
accurate count, Texas could gain up to three new congressional seats after the 2020 
Census. 

An accurate count also ensures that all Texans, no matter their immigration status, are 
included. There are resources available in Spanish to share with those you know who 
may not understand what the Census is or are fearful of including themselves. 
 
Message from Dr. Robert Sormani, Assistant Superintendent of School Support: 
Assignments: We began the transition to sending out weekly chunks of assignments 
on Mondays with assignments due on Friday or Monday.   

Flexibility: Students have flexibility completing assignments as their schedules 
permit.  We have also begun adjusting the amount of assignments that have been sent 
home to be in line with our recommended schedules. If you or your child are feeling 
overwhelmed by what is being asked of you, please reach out to your teacher and/or 
principal.  We rely on your feedback to help us adjust, and we are more than willing to 
adjust to individual situations. 

Grading:  This week teachers began to grade assignments on a pass or fail basis. 
Teachers will consider the unique circumstances and abilities of the student.  Any 
student who gets a failing grade will have the opportunity to improve with help from the 
teacher and achieve a pass. Students who struggle to access the content either 
because they need help or technological issues will get help from a teacher and/or 
administrator.  No student should get a failing grade for the last two weeks. I know in the 
transition some teachers misunderstood the message and began grading unattempted 
assignments. We will get those changed soon. Please feel free to contact your campus 
if the grade is not adjusted by early next week.   
 
The Parent guide to using Google Classroom is posted on our Learn@Home web 
page.  These instructions will help you and your child access content on Google 
Classroom.  There is both an English version and a Spanish version. 
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We also want to give you a guide for translating Google Docs in other 
languages (this only works for sure in a Chrome browser).  Here are instructions in 
Spanish for those people that do not use Chrome and want to convert.  This 
document can be used by teachers, parents or students.     

Meals for Students 
LINK TO INFO REGARDING MEAL SERVICE 
Curbside meal pickup at Cottonwood Creek Elementary and Nadine Johnson 
Elementary each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Monday and Wednesday distributions will each include two days’ worth of meals to 
cover Tuesday and Thursday. 
Note: In the event of severe weather or lightning, serving may be suspended 
temporarily. 
IMPORTANT: There will NOT be a distribution on Friday, April 10, due to the Good 
Friday holiday. 
 
Health and Safety 
LINK TO COUNSELING AND OTHER HEALTH AND WELLNESS RESOURCES 
*NEW: Texas Health and Human Services launched a 24/7 statewide mental health 
support line to help Texans experiencing anxiety, stress or emotional challenges due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This new resource offers COVID-19-related mental health 
support for all Texans. People can call the Statewide COVID-19 Mental Health 
Support Line 24 hours a day, 7 days a week toll-free at 833-986-1919. Counseling 
services are confidential and free of charge to people who call the hotline. 

Technology 
Technical Support For Parents and Students: 
* Technical Support chat is available for parents/students Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 
4:30 pm. 
  LINK FOR TECHNICAL SUPPORT CHAT 
 
For Spanish Technical Support: 
Please call 512-759-4770. A Spanish speaker will provide translation for the parent and 
online tech support person. Please do not call this number unless you are needing 
Spanish assistance. 

Chromebooks: 
For any Chromebook issues, please use the technical support chat link referenced 
above. Anyone still in need of a Chromebook can schedule a pick-up time by utilizing 
the tech chat line. 
 
HotSpots: 
Mobile hotspots will be limited and only for families who have no Wifi access. Those 
families will be notified when the hotspots arrive. We are now expecting delivery early 
next week. Please respect those who absolutely need a hotspot and do not request one 
if you have other ways of accessing Wifi. 
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Here is an article about Internet providers offering wifi specials and other 
opportunities during the pandemic. 

Transfer Requests 
For non-employee children, this process has been placed on hold until schools open 
again.  If the state government orders schools closed for the rest of the year, we will 
communicate a different process for accepting transfers.  We want your children to stay! 
If you’d like to download the application, you may access it on the website through this 
link: TRANSFER INFORMATION AND APPLICATION 

Pre-K and Kinder Registration 
All Pre-K and Kinder registration dates have been canceled for the month of April. 

Austin Area Job Opportunities 
We understand many of our parents may be facing job losses or cutbacks. The Austin 
Chamber has a website of Austin area companies who have 
opportunities: https://www.austinchamber.com/blog/austin-job-opportunities-
covid-19 
 
Friday, April 10 
The district has this day on the calendar as a school holiday. We will still observe this 
holiday! 
 
Questions 
If you have questions about anything not found in our communications or website, 
please address them to coronavirus@huttoisd.net. We will respond to them as we are 
able. 
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